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Mission Statement 

 

The Buddhist – Marxism Alliance (UK) was 

founded by the Oxford Collective on the 20th of 

July 2013 in Oxford, United Kingdom.  Its 

primary mission is to emphasis the similarity 

and compatibility of the Buddhist teachings 

with those of Classical Marxism, and to assert 

that both systems of thought are motivated by 

compassion for the suffering of humanity, and 

emphasis a method of escape from that 

suffering.  Buddhism and Marxism share a 

common philosophical grounding that is 

dynamic, ingenious, and transformative.  The 

transformation of the individual develops 

society, and the transformation of society 

develops the individual.  Buddhism and Marxism 

arrive at exactly the same conclusions, but 

through diverse and yet complimentary 

pathways.   

 

The ancient Indian spiritual seeker Sakyamuni 

Buddha (563 – 483BCE), and the modern 

German academic Karl Marx (1818–1883), were 

not only outstanding intellectuals of their day, 

but the powerful influence of their respective 

systems of thought has continued to influence 

world thinking into the post-modern period of 

human development. Each thinker perceived 

humanity as enslaved and oppressed by 

existential circumstance, and both formulated a 

very clever ‘mind-led’ system designed to help 

humanity escape from this debilitating 

limitation.  The apparent structure of the 

physical world, as it appears to the mind and 

other senses, is a product of illusion, and if 

humanity is to be truly free of this state, a 

radical (i.e. ‘revolutionary’)act of transcendence 

must be initiated, experienced, and pursued to 

its ultimate conclusion. 

 

The BMA exists to provide free education about 

Buddhist and Marxist thought, and encourages 

and supports any individual or group who is 

endeavouring to better their understanding 

through the development of the mind.  The BMA 

fully supports all spiritual and left wing 

movements as they strive for the establishment 

of Socialism and peace.  The BMA is primarily an 

educational project that relies upon unbiased 

approaches to teaching and learning.  The BMA 

does not pursue or support a particular 

dogmatic ideology, but encourages free-

thinking amongst the people.  Above and 

beyond all education, the BMA emphasises the 

application of loving kindness and compassion 

throughout society– attributes found within 

both Buddhism and Marxist thinking. 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Direction of the BMA (UK) 

 

The Buddhist – Marxism Alliance (UK) intends to 

demonstrate through education, that the 

teachings of Lord Buddha and Karl Marx are not 

antagonistic or contradictory, but rather highly 

compatible and very similar in both basic 

assumptions and outer structure. The BMA (UK) 

acknowledges that there has been in the past, 

and remains today, an ideological battleground 

for the heart and soul of Marxian thinking.  The 

works of Karl Marx are profound and often 

highly complex.  In reality Marx was neither a 

materialist nor an idealist as his intellectual 

output transcends this duality in exactly the 

same manner as the Buddha’s thinking does.  

The BMA (UK) encourages the principle of self-

empowerment through the use of the human 

mind.  It costs nothing to think and apply the 

mind, but such activity requires both discipline 

and strength.  Changing the mind by breaking 

out of the false consciousness is the most 

effective revolutionary act as it peacefully 

transforms society here and now.  In this regard 

the BMA (UK) encourages Marxists and left wing 

allies to participate in the mental discipline of 

meditation, and for Buddhist to read the works 

of Karl Marx.       

  

The BMA (UK) acknowledges that the Buddha 

gave up his life of luxury to live as a beggar in 

the wilderness and on the edge of towns.  

Indeed, the Pali names that designate his 

monks and nuns – Bhikkhu and Bhikkhuni – 

mean just that ‘Beggar’.  These ascetics did not 

own private property (their robes and begging 



bowls are communally owned), and they gained 

their daily sustenance from alms rounds. 

Physical poverty was coupled with the clear 

thinking guidance of the Buddha as he taught 

his followers to discipline their minds and 

bodies, and to direct their thoughts.  The BMA 

(UK) advocates that anyone, despite their 

economic poverty associated with their life 

circumstance, can apply their minds in the act of 

self-discipline, and that this form of self-

education, which is not dependent upon the 

auspices of an unjust society for its 

effectiveness, is the highest form of noble 

psychological and social activism.  The BMA 

(UK) advises that both lay and ordained 

Buddhists are equal in stature, and that the 

highest ideal of complete enlightenment must 

be pursued regardless of physical circumstance. 

 

            
 

The BMA (UK) acknowledges that individuals 

are not their circumstances.  Karl Marx, for the 

most part, lived in abject poverty for most of his 

life, as his meagre resources (often provided by 

his friend Friedrich Engels), were used to keep 

his wife and family, and to finance his lifelong 

academic study and writing in London. The mind 

of Karl Marx was extraordinary as it continued 

to function at a very high level of awareness 

despite the many and terrible conditions he had 

to endure.  He often had poor health, some of 

his children died of poverty related illnesses or 

disability, and his wife had to pawn their 

possessions to get enough money to eat.  The 

BMA (UK) advises that when the academic 

output of Karl Marx is read, it should be born in 

mind the physical circumstance this great work 

was produced within.  Both the Buddha and Karl 

Marx existed in impoverished states, and yet 

both men proved the effectiveness of their 

respective systems of thought, as each system 

facilitated the transcendence of physical 

circumstance.       

 

The BMA (UK) acknowledges that individuals 

and groups cannot be judged according to the 

accident of their existential circumstance, and 

that all beings possess the ability to change 

those circumstances for the better.  By carefully 

comparing Buddhist Sutras with the works of 

Karl Marx, it is obvious that both philosophies 

diagnose the inherently unsatisfactory and 

oppressive nature of the world as it exists in its 

untransformed and non-revolutionised form. 

The BMA (UK), through its website, strives to 

present relevant extracts of the teachings of 

Buddhism and Karl Marx free of charge to the 

general public.  The purpose of the BMA (UK) is 

to create an ‘articles’ data-base serving the 

function of philosophical comparative analysis.  

The BMA (UK) is of the opinion that Buddhism 

creates the inner conditions suitable to the 

establishment of Communism in the outer 

world, and that study of the works of Karl Marx 

creates the conditions for Communism in the 

outer world, that facilitate the transformation of 

the inner mind.  The human mind is the key to 

understanding Buddhism and Marxism, as both 

the Buddha and Karl Marx ‘looked within’ and 

made extensive use of their respective 

intellectual capacities, and in so doing 

transcended the interpretive dichotomy that 

limits the assessment of life to the categories of 

‘subject’ and ‘object’.  The psychological and 

physical chains of oppression and delusion must 

be thrown-off through self-effort!   

 

EDUCATE-AGITATE-MEDITATE 
 

The BMA (UK) is a Member of the following 

spiritual organisations:  

 

World Buddhism Association 

Maitreya Buddhist University                                        

International Ch'an Buddhism Institute 

 

The BMA (UK) is also a Member of the  

New Worker Supporters Group (NWSG), of the 

New Communist Party of Britain (NCP) 

 

The BMA (UK) - through its Individual Members 

- supports the:        

Communist Party of Britain                                                       

Morning Star                                                   

Marx Memorial Library 

 

Check out all of the above online, on Facebook 

there is also the following - 

Buddhist Marxism Alliance (UK) 

International Ch'an Buddhism Institute 
 

This document is designed, printed and 

distributed by the Buddhist Marxism Alliance.  

 

http://buddhistsocialism.weebly.com/ 

 

e-mail - oxford@mailingaddress.org 

http://buddhistsocialism.weebly.com/

